POETS AND THINKERS REBEL

the French Revolution, held to have been origin-
ated by the * esprit gallois\

However, the Golden Age of Polish literature
began under the reign of Sigismund the Elder,
and continued under Sigismund Augustus, the
last Jagellonian King, and under Stephan Bathory.
In the seventeenth century political decline also
affected the development of literature. Most of the
schools were closed, poetry took a different trend,
departing from its former noble levels in favour of
dedicated hymns of praise, while the national
tongue was allowed to be Latinized to an undue
extent. The epic poems of this period that are
worth mentioning were those of Waclaw Potocki,
written during the campaign of Cohcim, and the
smaller versified tales of Zimirowicz. The elegies
of Dru^backa, as well as his stories and fantastic
novel about the knights, written in verse, also
originated at this time.

Towards the middle of the eighteenth century,
the Poles became conscious of their political
decline and an effort was made to halt the process
of disintegration. Attempts were made to improve
the administration, a new Constitution came into
being, and steps were taken to reorganize the army
and bring order into the finances of the country.
In the cultural field, the Piarist Stanislav Jeromos
Konarski introduced reforms into the school sys-
tem. However, whereas all these measures failed
to' stop the rot in the political sphere, they led to
a tremendous intellectual revival, which was
greatly assisted by the influence of French litera-
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